
Mrs. Smith—a food scientist, 

Mr. Brown—a baker and Mr. 

Brown—a helicopter engi-

neer. 

 

“Mr Harrison, Jake’s dad, is a 

baker. He came in and talked 

to us about dough and yeast. 

He told us that yeast is an 

organism. Yeast makes 

bread rise through air bub-

bles. Without yeast there’s 

no bread.” 

 

Everyone really enjoyed the 

Jobs in Science Week. A 

HUGE thank you to all our 

visitors!! We’re looking for-

ward to next year already! 

 

And special thank yous go to 

David Bibb from BASF 

Chemicals who, after his visit 

here, donated 100 Science 

Dictionaries and 100 Science 

kits. And Mr. Barry Reid, an 

ex-Irchester pupil who has 

kindly donated some very 

cool equipment to the lab. 

Last week we held the first 

annual Jobs in Science 

Week. We thought it was 

very important to show the 

students of our school that 

being a scientist doesn't 

mean that you have to be 

stuck in a lab all the time. We 

wanted to open their eyes to 

just how much we use sci-

ence and technology every-

day at work! 

We had a huge array of visi-

tors to our school that week, 

from a McDonalds nutritionist 

to a helicopter pilot to Chan-

nel 4 producers. 

Here is what Emma Blakey 

from 5CS has to say “We 

had a surgeon who came in 

and talked about his job, and 

a robotics engineer came in 

to show us how to pro-

gramme a robot. If it hadn’t 

been for Lab_13 and Miss 

Hogan, none of this would 

have happened! Thank you 

Lab_13!!!” 

 

We also had a polymer 

chemist, Clive Williams, from 

Scott Bader in to tell a bit 

about what they do. After-

wards, Oliver Williams said “I 

can’t believe stuff made in 

Scott Bader is used all over 

England!” 

Mr. Tyrrell—a fire safety engi-

neer 

 

We had a few parents who 

took the time to come and 

talk to us about science in 

their jobs; Mr. Gosling—a 

renewable energy expert, 

Jobs in Science Week 2011 

New Committee Members this term 

Sadly, we had to say good-

bye to our four founding 

members of the Lab_13 

Committee this year as they 

left for Wollaston Secondary 

School. We miss them very 

much but they still drop in 

from time to time.  

However this made room for 

four new face on our com-

mittee. Introducing, Edwin 

Cheng, Tommy Ryan, Ellen 

Brown and Jasmine Weir! 

We are very happy to have 

four such enthusiastic and 

hardworking people join us!  

Tommy says “I didn’t think 

being on the committee was 

such hard work  but it’s defi-

nitely worth it!” 
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This month we have 
answered questions 

such as  

 Why do my ears pop 
when I’m on a plane? 

 Do snail shells always 
swirl the same way? 

 How do helicopters stay 
in the air? 

 What is sand made of? 

 Why are puppies eyes 
so cute? 

 How do pond skaters 
move? 

L-R Edwin, Tommy, Ellen, 

Jasmine 

Cranfield Helicopters 

Dr. Turner, Uni of Northants 

Barry Reid, ex-student, Jen-

cons 



On September 13th, the 

Lab_13 Management Com-

mittee, 3 ex-committee 

members, Mrs. Alison and 

Miss Hogan all went to 

Leicester University to an 

Ignition* Celebration even to 

showcase all the work we 

have done in Lab_13.  

Ignition* is the body which 

started Lab-13. Ignition* 

developed creative ap-

proaches to the learning and 

teaching of STEM subjects 

(science, technology, engi-

neering and maths).  

We took boards with all our 

work on, laptops to show 

some videos and some of 

the equipment that we use 

in the lab.  It was very im-

portant to show all the hard 

work and creative things we 

have done in Lab_13.  We 

need people to sponsor us 

otherwise we won’t have a 

lab next year.  

People put their questions 

on our question board and 

now we have to investigate 

and email them the answer!  

It was our first time meeting 

the other Lab_13 commit-

tees. We met some other 

really great and inspiring 

people that day too! 

We gave a presentation in 

front of all the other busi-

ness people.   Our presenta-

tion was all about how far 

we’d come in only 9 school 

weeks since the launch! We 

had a great day and were 

exhausted! 

have had so far include 

Wildlife Watch with Yr 2 

where we investigated lady-

bird habitats and behavior 

and how conker shells pro-

tect conkers. 

In Water Ways Yr2 focused 

on density and absorbency 

and  the children found that 

one of the best things for 

absorbing are NAPPIES! 

After school we have clubs 

We have lots of clubs run-

ning for the children of our 

school which combine learn-

ing about science and the 

world around them with fun 

and experiments! 

Every day we have lunch-

time clubs—by the end of 

the year every child at 

Irchester will have had an 

opportunity to take part.  

Some of the themes we 

for Year 4,5 & 6. We have 

covered DNA, geographical 

mapping, effect of light col-

our on plant growth, 3D-

modelling, flotation devices 

and sustainable energy. 

Archie McDermott said 

“They are really fun and they 

are the best club that I do” 

and Emily from year 5 said “I 

think that they are amazing 

and would enjoy it if it was 

every day after school”  

Lab_13 Showcase at University Of Leicester 

Science Clubs  

For all the latest news you can visit us at 

lab13net-

work.wordpress.com 

Or follow us on twitter  

@Lab_13Irchester 

We are starting a new club 

for budding science writers 

and communicators!  

If you enjoy writing and re-

viewing and love being in 

Lab_13 come see Miss Ho-

gan! 

“Lab 13 is a space 

where young 

people can explore 

science & 

technology and 

their curiosity can 

be let loose” 
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Have you got a ques-

tion you want an-

swered? Send it in 

and we’ll try answer 

it! 

Where to find us! Science Writers! 

We really want Lab_13 to become a long-term part of 

Irchester Community Primary School.  

If you think you can help us with funding, sponsorship 

or resources please email Mrs. Alison the head-

teacher at head@irchester.northants-ecl.gov-uk 

All of our afterschool and lunch-

time clubs are accredited by the... 


