
This week we went to Chem-
istry at Work REAL SCI-
ENCE Event for part of Mil-
ton Keynes Science Festival. 
There were loads of demon-
strations and we had 8 to 
see. The first was “Science 
in Art”. We were shown a 
sheet of paper which had 
images and the image 

changed depending on what 
colour filter we used. The 
next session was “Fight or 
Flight”. This was about how 
our bodies deal with stress 
and we learned that there 
are 37 different chemical 

Chemistry at Work Event for House Captains 

Nene Lakes Gifted and Talented Masterclass at Lab_13 

This term we hosted the first 
Nene Lakes Gifted and Tal-
ented Masterclass at 
Lab_13.  There are ten 
schools in the Nene Lakes 
Cluster and we think that it‟s 
nice to share our Lab_13 
with these students too. 
Over 4 days 30 children from 
schools in the cluster took 
part.  

Callum and Ellie from Year 6 say  
“We took part in the G&T Sci-
ence Masterclass on Thursday. 
We were joined by G&T pupils 
from Bozeat and Great Dodding-
ton primary schools. We learned 
about adaptations, the 7billion 
people population crisis, GM 
foods and animals, extracted 
DNA from a strawberry and de-
signed our own Superbody of the 
Future! We chose either a pro-
dancer, Olympic swimmer, busy 
mum and dad or a fire-fighter”.  
 
Here is one of the Superbodies 
designed for a busy Mum. What 
do you think?  
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This month we have an-

swered questions such as  

 Where does water come 
from? 

 Why is water clear? 

 How do you make paper? 

 Why do clocks tick? 

 Does oil freeze? 

 Does a rainbow touch the 
ground? 

 Why does spinning make 
you dizzy? 

Ella wrote “After today, I think I might consider being a 

scientist as now I see it’s very fun and someone like 

me can find the cure for cancer. I’d love to do that!”. 

changes occur in your body 
when we have to respond to 
stress. These reactions start 
in the hypothalamus in the 
brain. The sessions on Solar 

Cells and Fire Chemistry 
came next which were very 
exciting; especially the fire 
ball with the Bucks Fire & 
Rescue Service. They ad-
vised us to get out, stay out 
and call for help if there is a 
fire at home. The honey bee 
session was first-class! We 
were all looking for the queen 
bee in the hive but we could-
n‟t find her. Poppy, Olivia and 

Catherine did a taste test 
on different types of honey 
and the one which Poppy 
preferred the most was 
made from Aphid Poo!!. 
Something very exciting 
that we saw was Bruce the 
1.2 tonne Clydesdale 
horse!. We learnt all about 
vet medicine. Horses can 
get eczema just like us and 
are treated with witch-
hazel. Seeing how the po-
lice use chemistry was 
Sophie‟s favourite bit. PC 
Peter told us all about DNA 
profiling and fingerprint 
collection. They keep their 
DNA profiles on computer 
and once, thanks to finger-
print technology, they found 
a burglar 15 years after the 
burglary—he was only 9 at 
the time so they let him off! 
It was a fantastic day!



Our science writers have 

been so busy writing lots of 

articles for our blog. They 

write science book reviews 

and creative science writing. 

 Our team also report on the 

news! We bring real stories 

and report on actual events 

from every aspect of science 

and all over the world! 

Here‟s the latest... 

Mighty mice look younger 

longer – Niamh Webb  

Scientists have found out a 

way to stop the signs of age-

ing!  

They have tested a new 

drug formula out on mice to 

see if 

t h e y 

c a n 

k e e p 

t h e m 

l o o k -

ing younger. It was first done 

by getting rid of old remain-

ing cells that had stopped 

dividing. They also had mice 

that did not have the drug 

and aged normally to see 

the differences between 

them. 

The mice without the drug 

ended up with cloudy eyes,  

less muscle tissue and a 

loss of fat under skin on the 

face. However, the mice with 

the new drug saw an im-

provement 

in muscle 

function and 

all the old 

cells that 

had stopped 

dividing just 

wasted away. 

This treatment has no effect 

on how old you are but it can 

make you look so much 

younger. I think this would 

be great for some of the 

teachers in my school! 

 

Science Writers—Mighty Mice Look Younger Longer 

Mpemba—an inspiration 

For all the latest news, Sci writers‟ articles and to 

hear about our different events you can visit us at 

lab13network.wordpress.com/lab_13s/irchester 

Or follow us on twitter  

@Lab_13Irchester 

We will be running after-

school clubs on Wednes-

days and Thursdays after-

school for Years 4, 5 and 6. 

Please see Parentmail or 

Miss Hogan for details. 

“Lab 13 is a space 

where young people 

can explore science 

& technology and 

their curiosity can 

be let loose” 
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Have you got a question 

you want answered? 

Send it in and we’ll try 

answer it! 

Where to find us! Afterschool Clubs 

We really want Lab_13 to become a long-term part of Irchester Community Primary School. 

At the moment, we only have enough funding to stay open until the end of this school year. If 

you think you can help us with funding, sponsorship, ideas or resources please email Mrs. 

Alison the headteacher at head@irchester.northants-ecl.gov-uk 

All of our afterschool and 

lunchtime clubs are accred-

ited by the... 

We just ran a Science Joke 

Competition. Everyone en-

tered their science jokes and 

the joke that got the biggest 

laugh from us won. Here are 

the three best jokes. 

3rd How do you get Pi-

kachu onto a bus? You 

poke „im on! Luca 3SF  

2nd Did you hear about the 

magnets who went on a 

date? No? Never worked 

out—they were poles apart. 

Mr Lett 

1st What’s a scientists fa-

vourite dog? A lab! Faith 

3SF, Ebony 4LF, Brooke 

5TT. Well done!  

Science Jokes! 

Mpemba lives in Tanzania. 
When he was 13 in school he 
was learning how to make Ice 
cream, when he observed 
that the hot liquid froze sig-
nificantly faster than the room 
temperature liquid. When he 
showed his physics teacher 
this effect, the teacher  re-
fused to believe it was true.  

But Mpemba proved him 
wrong! That is what is called 
the Mpemba effect 
Mpemba is very inspiring be-
cause he noticed and observed 
things and always questioned 
things he did not understand 
and we think this makes a great 
scientist. Year 5 Lunchtime Lab 
is studying the Mpemba effect 
and supercooling this week. 


